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SG L1S 


i June 1954 


The Honorable Frances P. Bolton 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Frances: 


The Viet Minh radio (they now call themselves 
Northern Vietnam) has given a more complete text of the 
Genevieve de Galard letter to He, and I enclose our trans- 
eript of this radio broadcast. 


All of thia may work out all right but we may not 
know until we hear what she has to say upon her return to 


France, 
Sincerely, 
oD SEN W. PREES 
Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
Encl, 
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FRENCH NURSE THANKS WOMEN'S UNION 


VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY (DRY), in English Morse to Southeast Asia, 
May 26, 1954, 0635 GMT--B 


("French Nurse Thanks Vietnam Women's Union} 
{Text) 


North Victnam-~-Implementing the instruction given by President Ho Chi 
Minh following the proposal of the Vietnam Women's Union, the VPA 

High Command released on May 24 the French nurse Genevieve de Galard, 
who was taken prisoner by the VPA following the liberation of Dien Bien 
Phu. Before leaving the Vietnam free zones, the French nurse wrote a 
letter of thanks to the Vietnam Women's Union in which she said: 


“I know that following your demand and in conformity with his clement 
policy, President Ho Chi Minh has permitted me to see again my family 
and Motherland. My joy is great and I wish to express my thanks to you 
for having manifested, though not knowing me, your sympathy and amity 
to me. 


"In a few days," she continued, "I will be at home, happy to aee myi loved 
ones. Icannet, therefore, refrain from thinking of you all, who due to 

the war are still living far from your homes and separated from thoae 

who are so dear to you. Before leaving your country,’ Genevieve de 
Galard added, "I wish to express my ardent hope to see peace reestablished 
between our two nations so that you will be able to spend a bappy life 

in a peaceful world and with your families, with your parent¢; husbands, 
and children," The French nurse concluded by conveying to the Vietnam 
Women's Union her compliments to French youth. 
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28 May 1954 


The Honorable Frances P. Bolton 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Frances: 
Attached are the clippings we discussed. 


I understand Bill Tyler of the Department 
of State has been in touch with you on this matter. 
If anything further arises, I will contact you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


Attachments 


AWD: HEA 

Distribution: 

Addressee - Ori 

DCI file - 1 cc a 

ER file - icc 
LegislativeLiaison - 1 cc 
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RADIO REPORTS, INC. 
220 EAST 42nd STREET 


NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


May 21, 1954 


RED RADIO SAYS FRENCH NURSE CONGRATULATES 
HO CHI MINH ON HIS BIRTHDAY 


CBS World News Round-up at 8:00 A. M. over WCBS (N. Y.) and 

the CBS Network: 

GUY SEARLS (From Hong Kong): "The Communist Vietminh radio 
from Indochina, heard here in Hong Kong, broadcast what they claim 
was an exchange of notes between nurse Genevieve De Gallard, the 
only woman captured at Dienbienphu, and Ho Chi Minh. According 
to the Communist propaganda broadcast, the gallant French nurse 
sent a note of birthday congratulations and wishes for peace to the 
leader of the Indo-China Communists. In reply, Ho Chi Minh is 
said to have informed the nurse that she is being released as a war 
prisoner and in addition reportedly wished her good health and a 


pleasant journey home." 
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edy of Dienbienph 


in the terrible Inst days in May 


 HANOZ Fretich Indo-China, |Pessonable chatics ‘ or ¢ 
niay'38 = Pranere berale wine out. T'was the only woman 
nurse, L&: Genevieve de Galard-|*he forttess. badd should = 
‘Terreube aid today she did/Communists want to keep me 
not’ regrétfor an instant her| “But ota preben Med 
fifty-one days at the fallen fort- Dae, wert you afraid?” sha 
tela of Dienbienphu and would|*#* - 

relive themt, again, despite all 


the tragedy, without hesitation |Our officers had said that the 


perience,” she said. “It broughtjforces and that, therefore, they 


and friendship I had never thie proved true. The Viet Minh 


known before. It opened up for, Vere always quite correct.” 
me a whole new series of hor-{ As for being back in freedom, 
ona ane sepened thal was an "un 
: 
: RL Neti exacted lessen was mixed with sadness st hav- 
flight nurse held an hour-long’ 
press oonferenice in which shejcai officers with whom she hed 
described the hardships end the] worked so closely. 
grandeur of the days and nights: 
thas Tessed’since she was ace, 
Adeicapped in the fortress.) 


reyu 


Tolweomitred March 27 when: 
fee’ Red. Cross helicopter, the 
est to reach Dienblenphu, waa 
fod a6 es Onin wounded have been brought out 
b artillery was so violent, °! Dlenblenphu. 

‘that the Dienbienphu airatrip| 


-bebame. unusable, 


‘}French wounded the entire time 
‘lexcept for fifteen-minute 
;Pérlod. when some- Communist 
Viet Minh officers ordered her 


“On the last afternoon I 


- said. “At a little after 5 Pp. m., 
when gun after gun was si- 
lenced, the doctors and ‘I told 
the wounded, Many of them 
cried bitterly at the knowledge 
that after so much we had Jost. 
But there was a mixture tnevi- 
tably of relief that the battle 
WAS over. 

’ “A few minutes after the last 
explosions the Communist Viet 
Minh came down into the 


trenches (subterannean trenches}. 


with mud walls). They were not 
surprised to see me. They had 
heard about me, I guess, through 
the radio and press. In a little 
while the medical officers and 
I received orders to join the 
_ prisoners of war column. We 


“No,” the young nurse replied, ' 


when - we. know . Disnbiennhy | 
-! SDemppriahh, 10, The Amsoelsted Pree. Iwould go X tek ‘thas I had @ 


with ft a kind of camaraderie/Would be correct with us. And m, 


creet,” laughed the nurse. 
if you must kyow, the answer isilease. ; . , 
: ffor the moment no offers of 
Her immediate plans are to/marriage.” 


Soemmme went into the night. We waited.| 


Then after maybe only fifteen 
minutes or half an hotr the Viet 
Minh officers. came back and 
said this had been a -mistake. 
They told us we could go back 
and take: care of our people.” 
Lt. de Galerd-Terraube said 
that for her the most terrible 
jand moving experience was the 
first huge Viet Minh attack. 
This. occurred March 30, three 
days after her arrival. “Tt had 
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; ee persistence. More snd morelhim, she replied: “I have not: 
_“Tt was an extraordinary ex-|Vieb Minh were regulat army wounded kept coming.” ing to say, I am afraid th 
So far as the myriad offers}/Why I wrote him wi 
ade to her by various news-|undersiood.” 
papers for the publication of her 
memoirs, she said she would|quoted ‘her letter as Saying: 
think them over. “On the occasion of May 1 
“Haye you had any recentiI wash to express m 
offers of marriage?” asked alyou, Mr, Pre: 
persistent American 


to stay 
Indo-China till the last of thelafter that? the youth sround the &n atm 


“Ah, after that, who knows?"|Dhere of full understanding: 
laughed the young nurse, who|tween our two peopled so 4g 
1 jhad shed the combat trousers|contribute to the mainten 
She added that she still has/fnd blouse which she was stilliand establishmegt of 
hopes that other tembets of the wearing yesterday and was out-/which we all desire.” - - 
p ted in «a trim blue uniforin. Ho's reply expressed.’ 
She had indulged in the Juxury for the birthday wish. He gal 
of a shampoo and hatr-set this that upon demands of the ¥. 
morning And, despite the wilt- Minh Women’s Union he 
be ee of cia py tropi- 
ate, d healthy and ” 
Refioaied. oy leased at once. : 


Her only mementos of Dien-; 
pei ore .Were. several deep 
by mistake to join @ column of|8¢ratches around her ankles 
pibonets of cc n . which were inflicted after the 

battle was over. They occurred 


‘learned shortly after midday eee nahe tripped over barbed 


that we could not, hold,” she bienp 


xigzagging over the Dien- 
hu defense zone, 


Sent Greeti to Ho 


HANOI, May 25 (P.—Lt. 
enevieve de Garlard-Terraube 
isclosed today that the Viet 
inh ordered her release from 
inbienphu after she had sent 
ifty-fourth birthday greetings 
Ho Chi Mirth, the rbeel leader, 
st Wednosday. 


: Asked why she had written! 


s 
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issued orders that “you:be } 
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DYING.MEN IN 
THE MUD-NURSE ‘ 
TELLS ORDEAL 


i ee ery 


Genevieve Saddened at 
Leaving Wounded 


: 
1 
a 
s 


| Red. Cross Medal - 


8 Ost, oy. ‘Mav 25 fio to consider offers of; and I bad to leave behind 86 fers tthe abandonment of the 
‘ orway,: ay 20 {i 100.000 to write her own! many wounded Who . needed idea,” she said. 
:-?—The board of governors ory. Her.-commission as a} my, help. - : ‘Miss “pe Galard was flown 
pr the league of Red. Cross : eutenantiin the French air} - Lt de. Galard lived in a tiny. “i terday. She disclosed 
‘societies today proposed Lt. “force expiges next January. | rain filled dugout. She said she |< re viet Mi 
*Genevieve de Galard Ter- .% she was flown into the for-Jhad little sleep during the that the Viel Minh ordered her 
draube for the Florence {fess March 27 to supervise] fighting, sometimes only an release affer she had sent Sith 
Geariod medal, top. : yacuation af wounded. Viet! hour a night. birthday oon to Ho Ch 
award of the Red Cross. The | inh forces attacked the air} ‘All of the sanitary cout: Minh: May 1 
governors sent’ @ Greek- i@rip the next day and shejment and places for the > Asked whs she had wriite 
‘sponsored message to the t uld not leave. wounded were in underground le ‘the Viet Minh leader, she} 
ie “1 did not see much of the} bunkers,” she said. “ All radios 
ighting any of the last deadlyfhad been. destroyed in the 
sult because always—many | shellings. And with each ter- 
ae in mud up to my knees: rific barrage there were new 
fr was working with the’ problems as to how the wound- 
ee cunded,” she said: ied could be cared Lor. 
= Tells of Attack “They had to be shifted jg 


replied: “1 have nothing to, 
say. 1 am afraid that why 1! 
wrote him will be misunder- 
“stbod.” 

Viel Minh broadcasts quoted 
ber letter as saying. 


“On the occasion of May 19. 


iFrench purse, expressing 
i *congratufatidns on the way 
{she cared for the wounded 
‘during the siege of Dien Bien 
aPhu. Soviet delegate Dr. B. 
tPachkov demanded tc know 
“‘who is this girl de Galar- 
‘di? ™ But he’ voted for the 


{ 
resoltttion. ‘i oe worst \expericnce, as 
HANOI, Indo-China, May 25} 2"° beta ip ee 
(%—Genevieve de Galard Ter-! jroun elie ar 
raube, 29, told today the story: pizhts © March 30 an 
of her two months ordeal at. 
Dien Bien Phu. then hurried : 
off to a beauty partor. 
“Ut was the most formidzhl: 
perience of my lire.” she. 
aa “Tt opened new horizons 
me of courage and devotion 
duty while French soldiers . 
: @nd officers were so brilliantly ; 
ehting and dving. | only did 
y duty.” 


ahe related: 
“It was then that the Vict 


mortars and heavy artillery’ 
and there werc. 


nd so many dying. 
+ “To me it was so dramatic : 


nm line in the underground 
unkers in terrible pain before - 
‘could help them. 

“Those big attacks in the 
cond mass assault the ‘Viet 
inh. made upon the fortress 
fused many casualties. It was 
e first time I had seen 30 
any wounded at ene time 
here were so few doctors ‘5 
elp the wounded ari ' a: 


;To a ngws conference, she. 
pre an indication of the good: 
umor that had brougat her, 
ru. : 
* Had she fallen in love or re- 
feived any proposals at the: 
rtress? First she called the: 
Question indiscreet. then she 
smiled and answered “ No.” 


Gets $100.000 Offers 
At thé hairdresser's, Miss de 
alard had her ehesinut hair 
t in long waves Visits. to de- 


Periment stores for rouge and fecause | was ordéret to leave 
pstick [followed Next week -—— 


i 
* “Today [feel a mixture of 


kre 


fo hurled over thousands: eare for the increasing num-j 
f 
rojectiles, 
‘Bundreds of French wounded | 
2We had not enough blood | 


Rand tragic. for the wounded : : 
lad to wait for so many hours | 


i counter-attack to. ‘break out 
‘of that hell.” 


e only woman nurse thes. 


fev and a little sadness. Joy’ 
a ause T am in Hanoi. sadness: 


from pjace to place the best we ig Wish to express my thanks 


‘could, laying them on stretch- Mo you, Mr. President, for your 
ers when they were available. 


the plemency toward the wounded, 
or on the wet or damp ground | risoners of war at Dien Bien: 
until some better place could [Phu whom vou kindly want to: 


be me ere a4 Brclease. We all hope that our‘ 
W. er managed [0B 4 countries may exchange 


bers of wounded was in itself tendly relations as early as 
a miracle. I think we saved possible im a world wifere war 
the maximum number of lives, Fill be banned. 
“Should J have the happi- 
Mess to return to my country, 
i will endeavor to create 
pmong the youth around me 
n atmosphere of full uncer- 
tanding between our two peo-. 
bles so as to contribute to the- 
aimtehance and = establish- 
ent of peace, which we all 
lesire.”’ 

TWo's reply expressed thanks! 
for the birthday wish. He sai! 
that upon demands of the Vict! 
‘ Minh’s women’s union he had‘ 
isshed orders’ “vou be released 
at once.’ : 


‘goa cna thencoeg ig 


plasma.” 

‘Sent Greetings to Ho 

Lt. de Galard said as the sit- 
uation worsened many officers } 
in the fortress wanted to try to 


“But the physical ‘state of 
the men after so many days 
and nights of constant battle 
and their extreme faticue 
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mother, Mrs. Rover Je Gatard 
Terraube” ier oe wall come 
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Dienbienphu Nurse Recounts Life 


| With Wounded at Fallen Redoubt 


Freed Frenchwoman’s Elation Tempered | 
by Sadness at Leguving Comrades— 
Note to Ho Chi Minh Kept Secret 


special to The New York THmes 

HANOI, Vietnam, May 2s-- 
“The nurse of Dienbienphu” said 
-lcday she had returned to free-! 
Adem with. @ feeling of both SUNY | 
ad gadness,” Bre wee Cee a 

Mule, Geneviéve de Galard Ter- 
riube, Who became an atmost 
tegendary figure: for her heroic 
work among French ~Unicn 
wounded, said she was happy to 
see her old frieends again, but 


She confirmed a Vietminh rat 

eport that she had sent birthd. 
reatings to ivi t 
fietminh president. said 38! 
ould not “speak about that” 
is time. ° 


ould not answer the question. 
Mite. de Galard Terraube calle 
her life at the French redoubt al 
“wonderful experience,’ she said.: 


sé 


wy ses 2 a SO RR 55 ain Seana 
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ita biench patrol rescued him.” . ot 

“We had champegne that! -' 
aight,” she said. _- ree 

She depicted a more somber; | 
scene on the morning of May 7,: 


ithe duy-when the French redoubt 
; was averwhelmed by the insur- 


gents. That morning, Genera} De 
Castries summoned the com- 
manders-of all positions left in _. 
French hands to discugs the quca- — 
tion of an attempt to break out. : ; 

Some, she said, wete in favor. |, : 
but the majarity voted against it , : 


avicrs to leave “behind the un-']¢ had “opened new horizons andjon the ground that the troops 


evacuated wounded and dovlors| that the camaraderie was wond-|were too tired and the odds too 


any malé murses pwith Whom she; ergy) 
arnked at Drenbdienphi. — i 

‘Of ° $58 serfously wounded! most dramatic moment for her 
ahem the Vietminh insurgents(at Dienbienphu, she replied: “For 
nova agreed to return to French ime it was March 30 during thel 


aoc 882 already have been ffirst Vietminh attack. The artils| 
ue, sted by itr. lery was extraordinarily heavy.: 

Po. Qeexvear old French Acrile wag the first time I had seen 
Wares nurse, a cheerful. round-|so many wounded. So many were: 
taeed women with chestout-filso obliged to wait for treat! 


coiored hair, retorned to Hanowument. lt wag dreadful." : ; 
inst orght after being released by? Vignettes of life at Dienbienphu, 
the oeuptars af  Lienbienpha.twere projected by Mile, de Galard 
Stranded there On Aan evacuation (Terraube in rapid French: 
russien Mareit 27, Mile de Gaiard( The calmness of Brig. Gen. 
Terrauhe, the only woman amoung)Chrivtian de Castries, French 
the French gi risen, spent forty. tgarrcsan commander, and the :r- 
“one days under siege and seven--ceasant Vietminh artillery fire 
teen days as & prisoner ‘and periodic Vietminh assaults; 
‘Thad no idea Twas famous. the carving out of stars for Gen-f 
che said. She dec.ived thal she eral de Castries from beer cans; 


had received a number of offers]when he was promoted to brigas| 


‘ta write ter experiences at Dien-|dier general; mud and more mud 
‘menpha and sighed when she/everywhere, with a shortage of 
wag asked if she had received | blood and plasma for the wound- 
any proposals of marnage. ed. and the wounded living in 


After taking time off this damp underground shelters, -hak- 


Asked what had been the singlejfight until the ammunition was . 


| 


morning for an appointment with 
«a Hanoi hairdresser, ahe visited 
the presa camp in the company 
of Gen, Jean Dechaux, command- 
er of the French Air Force in 
North Vietnam... Tha recipient 
of the Legion of. Honor First 
Class and the Croix de Guerre, 
‘with Palm for her work at Dien- 
btenphu, she appeared at the 
press conference in a blue cotto 
ainiform without Jinsigaia. 


oe 


en oy artillery fire and into whirh 
the rain seeped constantly. 

She recalled an occasion for 
celebration one midnight in mid- 
April after a French pilot bailed 
out of his disabled fighter plane 
and menaged to get his para- 
chute open just about fifty yards 
off the id. He landed out- 
side the Dianbienphu perimeter, 


untavorable, It was decided to 
gone, then destroy the equipment’, 
and surrender. 

At noon Vietmirh troops broke 
into the underground hospital 
Where she was working among 
the wounded. - 

According fo the. nurse. the 
X-ray equipment at Dienbienpha * 
was destroved by artillery fire 
but the water filter system held 
up until the end. She said biood 
and bvlood plasma along with ie 
to preserve it had been in sie: 
supply. 

She said she was planning ‘> 
leave Hanoi in a few days and 
return to Paris to join her 
mother, Viscountess Oger de Gal- 
ard Terraube and her sister, 
Marie-Suzanne. She said her 


,present tour of duty in the Air 


Force nursing service would end 
next Jan, Wih but added that’ 
she might decide to re-enlist. 


” 
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ee me of courage and devotion, ‘to{4nd who neede 


s Dien Bien Phu a ei 


2 “wounded had to wait 
i many hours in Une 
-AANOT, “May” 25 .—Gene- underground bunkers in” ter- 
wleve de Galard Terraube de- rible pain before 1 could h 


clared today that tending|them. 
French wounded in 40.terror-| “Today 1 feel a’ thixture 
filled nights and days in the|joy and a little sadness. 
fortress af Dien Bien Phu was Because I am in 


ness, 
‘the | “most. formidable ~ a awed a 9 
“dnce™ of my life." “thind so “mdhy ‘w 


“It opened new horizons to}people who. worke 


‘aila 
damp: g un ‘unti 
ha r pl ould be: 


Will Return’ ‘to Faris 
The blue-eyed 


“= guty while French ., soldiers 

‘and officers were so brilliantly 

fighting and dying.” : tanrae arrived in 

ak only did my duty.” _|day after being tele 
* She asserted the most “dan the captured bastio 

“Gefen and dramatic moment” Communist - led - captor 


the long, savage battle for * 
at ‘French Union fortress in|the wounded . being” “shu 
out, from” “Dien 


rthwestern Indochina’s 3 
i was flown first 


es came on the night: of é 
arch 30, <9 ment bang, ‘then “ferried. here by 
SEL Was then that the “Viet: Dakota transport. 

1 usanids of} “She et she planned. re 
ortars and. heavy “artillery|turn to her home in Paris 
ojectiles and there, were hun-|'swithin a few days io. 

s of French wound and tamily and for a rest,’” 
a any dying. | | Here is the story of her havote 
To me it. was so dtamnatic! work in the rain-soaked and 
and tragic, for so many of the :mud-filled trenches and bunk- 
ee eS ice an cata Lo lers of the Dien Bien. ‘Phu bat- 


itlefield: 
to fly ‘into 


“IT was ordered to 
Dien Bien Phu on the evening 
of March 26 and to fy out the 
next day with a report\on the 
wounded there and th 


iMarch 27. the Vieuue in 
preparation for their second big 
attack. that was -céming 4n a 
‘few days, opened intense mortar 
and artillery fire Dpon the main 
airstrip for the fortress. © 
“Tt was impossible’ for any 
plane to leave. and“ tak 
jback to Hanoh” 3 lowes 
| The shelling kept ti 
jrebels seized the fi 


tries, ‘decl 
calm and con: 


mf ae that he. 
of the Vi nt s ah 
‘whe 


lanes thereafter 
jped by parachute, | 
1 Ldeut, De Galand tiv 
tiny, rain-filled, dugout. 
ie, a aged 
e. ens — 
times only an hour a night. jis She eantend | 
Not Enough Plasma —s{ kissed. the 
“All of the sanitary equip-|in chat 
‘ment and places. for the) airets 
‘wounded were in underground |” she ‘the : a 
‘bunkety” she “said. o of Red Cross Societies 
“And with each terrific. bar-iN T WAY, ‘Greece. 
tage there were new problems ieee the nt 


Approved For Release o Boba besictre CPAPRES PBR PS RETTEO 


“They had to be ~ shifted/Greek gelegite “sald she bd 
frem place to place the best|“shown herself worthy of the 


a ) (, Seeeneee eee , i ee PE eee ote ee Ne ee, ee ee, Sg See ARE 


~iweepitg ¥ 

embrace ‘her. Conta tir 
in ajshe sald 
“All righ 


not that b 


